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The concept “androgyny” has caused numerous feminism scholars' research, 
interpreting and controversy ever since being put forward by Virginia Woolf at the 
level of women’s writing. Its connotation constantly increased and developed. That 
makes it a distinctive and important concept in feminist literary criticism and gender 
theory. In recent years, it presents frequently in the domestic gender study. On the one 
hand, it provoked people’s attentions and interests. On the other hand, there are many 
problems need to be clarified and discussed. 
This dissertation consists of five chapters. The first chapter mainly explains the 
concept "androgyny", cards and analyzes its origin and evolution in the eastern and 
western culture and the inner link between it and the Chinese “Yin-Yang” view. 
Investigating the historical context and culture connotation of "androgyny" 
phenomena, can provide a fundamental reference for understanding the concept 
accurately. In ChapterⅡ, “androgyny” thought in psychoanalysis and philosophical 
theory represented by Sigmund Freud, Carl G. Jung and Gaston Bachelard will be 
discussed. It provides theoretical resources for feminist to inherit critically. 
Chapter &  mainly discuss the “androgⅢ Ⅲ yny” theories of Virginia Woolf, Mary 
Ellmann, Carolyn G．Heilbrun, Hélène Cixous, Elaine Showalter, Judith Butler,etc. 
Exploring and analyzing the different positions, attitudes and many controversies 
which exist inside the feminism. ChapterⅤ will select some comparatively typical 
novels and literature creation phenomenon in China to analyze and read, and explore 
the relationship between writing subject, writing behavior, works and "androgyny" 
thought. This will help us to rediscover and relocate the value and significance of the 
writers / works, and provide another perspective for literary criticism practice. The 
introduction and the conclusion of this dissertation outline the dissertation’s topical 
basis, current research status, research target, research significance, research emphasis 
and difficulties. 
This dissertation is designed to discuss and research the “androgyny” problems 
thoroughly, systematically and deeply under the gender perspective. This will be very 
helpful and significant for present academic research and the reconstruction of gender 
culture in the future. 
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